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applied, though on a smaller scale, to other Indian monuments; but every line
has been calculated with such consummate art that not a single fault can be
detected. The entire edifice, from the base to the summit, is built of white
marble, inlaid with mosaics forming inscriptions, arabesques, and other decora-
tions ; but these are arranged with so much taste that, in spite of their great
number, they ornament the monument without appearing too heavy. Every part
of the exterior, with the single exception of the dome itself, is covered with these
marvellous mosaics. Here again Heber remarked with truth that " the Taj was
built by Titans, and finished by goldsmiths;" and never was casket more finely
carved by the patient hand of Chinese artist.

It is impossible not to be struck with the first view of the Taj, and here the
traveller cannot, as is so often the case, be deceived and disappointed by an
exaggerated description. Eepeated visits only serve to bring some new beauty
to light; and, as 1 myself found, you can live there a week without wearying of
it, daily discovering new points of interest

The interior even surpasses the exterior in magnificence; the ceiling, walls,
and tombstones are one mass of mosaics, representing flowers, fruit, and birds.
The tombs of the Empress and of Shah Jehan are in the centre of the hall,
enclosed by a marble screen. A subdued light penetrates through the rose-
work of the windows, and the impressive silence of the place is enhanced by a
peculiarly musical echo, which can only be compared to that of the baptistry at
Pisa, which is the finest in Europe. This echo is caused by the dome, which,
being completely closed by the ceiling of the hall, forms a gigantic whispering-
gallery.

Complying with the Mussulman rule which requires a place of worship to be
attached to every mausoleum, Is& Mahomed built, at the western extremity of
the platform, a beautiful mosque of red sandstone, surmounted by three domes,
the colour and proportions of which contrast well with the Taj: but, when the
mosque was completed, Is& found that the terrace had a one-sided appearance;
and to remedy this defect he erected a building similar to the mosque at the
eastern extremity, which, however, could not be utilised on account of its
position. This he named Jawab, or Response, as it answered to the mosque
What can we think of an architect building, as a mere accessory, an edifice
which would be the pride of Constantinople or Cairo ?

The aspirations of the architect went even further, for he contemplated the
erection, on thp opposite bank of the river, of a second Taj, uniting the two with
a bridge of fairy-like beauty; and his master was on the point of embarking
in this fresh enterprise, when he was dethroned by his son Aurungzebe, and
imprisone_d for the rest of his life in his palace at Agra.

The left bank of the Jumna is connected with the town by a floating bridge,
which is shortly to be replaced by a viaduct for the railway. Quite a little
town of warehouses, factories, and cotton-printing establishments, with bazaars
and native huts, has sprung up round the railway station, which is situated on
the left bank of the river.

Not far from here is the mausoleum of Kwaji Aelas, commonly called the
Etmaddowlah. It stands in the midst of a delightful garden, which is surrounded
by walls and beautiful palaces. Its actual size is not great, being only 20 feet
in height and 50 in length; but its terraced roof is surmounted by four turrets